


A Message from Artistic
Director Eric Dudley

Dear adventurers in new music,

It is our absolute pleasure to welcome you to another season of the SF Contemporary
Music Players, our 52nd year in the running, and one that'’s filled with fascinating sonic
journeys that we're thrilled to be able to embark on with you. As we continue our return
to the city’s concert stages, we're overjoyed to present programs that engage with some
of the fundamental aspects of musical creation that have captivated composers across
the ages - from the physical and acoustic, to the temporal and spatial, and also the
interpersonal.

With today’s concert, ‘Fire and Water, Shadows and Dust,” we feature harpist Meredith
Clark and flutist Tod Brody in a duo concert exploring points of connection between the
musical and the visual. The concert title itself comes from several works on the program:
Jennifer Higdon’s rapidefire for solo flute, Toru Takemitsu’'s Toward the Sea, and
Suzanne Farrin’s Polvere et Ombra (Dust and Shadow) for solo harp, all exploring
musical outlets for visual imagery and themes. A duo piece by Salvatore Sciarrino takes
its name from an actual canvas by Swiss painter Arnold Bocklin, and Roberto Sierra’s
Flower Pieces further roots the concert’s offerings in the naturalistic world. As capstones,
Luciano Berio’s brilliant solo Sequenzas for both flute and harp serve as pillars of sheer
virtuosity.

Right around the corner on May 11, ‘Power Duos & Power Dynamics’ closes our season
with a focus on human relationships and the drama of performance, with pieces by
husband-and-wife and father-and-son duos each exploring the interactions of art, artist
and audience.

As always, please keep checking in with our website for up-to-date information on our
season events, and THANK YOU for your enthusiastic support of contemporary music
and all that we do. We're honored by your continued engagement with the Contemporary
Music Players and our programs, and if you're joining us for the first time, we hope that
you're intrigued by what you hear and keep coming back! Please enjoy all that we have
to offer on our 2022-2023 season, and help us to spread the excitement for the music of
‘right now!’

Warmest regards,
Eric Dudley
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PROGRAM

Fauno che fischia a un merlo for flute & harp (1980) Salvatore Sciarrino (b. 1947)
Polvere et Ombra for solo harp (2008) Suzanne Farrin (b. 1976)

Flower Pieces for flute & harp (1994) Roberto Sierra (b. 1953)
(selections to be announced)

Sequenza Il for solo harp (1963) Luciano Berio (1925-2003)
rapidefire for solo flute (1992) Jennifer Higdon (b. 1962)
INTERMISSION
Sequenza | for solo flute (1958) Luciano Berio (1925-2003)
Three Lil Pretties for solo harp (2022) Marcus Norris (b. 1991)

(world premiere - Winner 2021 Search for Scores)

Toward the Sea Il for flute & harp (1989) Toru Takemitsu (1930-96)
Night
Moby Dick
Cape Cod



NOTES ON THE PROGRAM

Fire and Water, Shadows and Dust embraces the Contemporary Players’
highlights the individual artistry of our outstanding musicians This intimate
concert experience offers the chance to encounter and discuss music and
art in simultaneity, with time before the concert to view art and engage in
conversation about the connection points between visual and auditory
elements, followed by a performance from featured artists in our all-star
cast of Contemporary Players virtuosi.

Sounding off numerous sources, both visual and literary, this program of
works for flute and harp in both solo and duo repertoire exploits the full
range of virtuosity on both instruments, while creating a powerful array of
imagery at the same time. Centering on themes of mythology and
mortality, pieces by Jennifer Higdon and Suzanne Farrin explore the
intensities of sonic production suggested by contemplations on violence
and disintegration, while works by Marcus Norris, Salvatore Sciarrino, Toru
Takemitsu and Roberto Sierra inhabit the spaces of softer expressivity
through imagistic references. The first two installments of Luciano Berio’s
Sequenza series, the Italian composer’s landmark contribution to the solo
repertoire of several instruments, anchor the program in a display of
musical athleticism and sound painting.

Higdon'’s rapidefire reflects on the rage and despair rooted in the
seemingly endless tide of shootings affecting our cities and our youth,
exploiting the flexibility of the flute as an instrument at the same time.
Farrin’s Polvere et Ombra (Dust and Shadow) reconjures the world of the
transient, while Sciarrino’s Fauno che fischia a un merlo (Faun Whistling at
a Blackbird) enters the mythic realm with a musical counterpart to a
fanciful Arnold Bocklin canvas. Takemitsu's Toward the Sea offers three
movements - ‘Night,” ‘Moby Dick,” and ‘Cape Cod’ - all based on imagery
of the sea from Melville’'s classic novel, and a sampling of Roberto Sierra’s
Flower Pieces offers placid musings on the appearance of individual
blossoms in the composer’s at-home garden.

https://sfcmp.org



About The Musicians

Tod Brody, flute

Tod Brody has had an active career as a flutist in Northern California since
the 1970s. He joined the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players in
1997. In addition to being the ensemble's flutist, he serves on the Players
Committee and the Board of Directors. He is principal flutist of the San
Francisco Chamber Orchestra, the Sacramento Opera, and the California
Musical Theater, and makes frequent appearances with the San Francisco
Opera and San Francisco Ballet orchestras, and in other chamber and
orchestral settings throughout the Bay Area. In addition to his position as
principal flutist for the San Francisco Contemporary Music Players, he also
performs contemporary music of various flavors with Eco Ensemble,
Earplay, and the Empyrean Ensemble. He has performed hundreds of
world premieres, and has made many recordings.

In addition to his career as a performer and teacher, Tod has, for many
years, held leadership positions with music organizations. He has served
as Executive Director of the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the
American Composers Forum, and as the first Executive Director of the
contemporary opera company Opera Parallele. Since 2016, he has been
Executive Director of the Marin Symphony.

Meredith Clark, harp

Meredith Clark is a San Francisco based harpist, whose varied interests
have taken her all over the world to perform. Recent performance
highlights include performing as Guest Principal Harpist with the San
Francisco Symphony at Carnegie Hall, a residency at the Lou Harrison
House and soloing with conductorless chamber ensemble One Found
Sound. As a chamber musician, Meredith has been featured in the Other
Minds Festival and with the San Francisco new music group Earplay.
Meredith is the Principal Harpist for the Oakland Symphony and plays
frequently with other Bay Area orchestras. Meredith earned harp
performance degrees at The Oberlin Conservatory of Music and The
Cleveland Institute of Music, studying under Yolanda Kondonassis.



FRIENDS OF SF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC PLAYERS

The continued innovation and professionalism of the San Francisco Contemporary
Music Players has been driven and sustained by an entire community of individuals
making contributions in countless and vital ways. Thank you for being part of this
community. We gratefully acknowledge the following financial supporters who have
made one or more donations between September 2021 and September 2022. We
apologize for any errors or omissions; for corrections please contact us at

info@sfcmp.org

Artistic Director’s Circle ($10,000+)
Jeanne Gulner and Kenneth Rees
Dianne Ellsworth

Erik Neuenschwander and Sonya
Chang

Holly Hartley and Oscar Anderson

Player’s Circle ($5,000-$9,999)
Margaret "Peggy" Dorfman
Susan and Harry Hartzell

Producer’s Circle ($2,500-$4,999)
Claire Allphin
Eunice Childs in memory of Dr. Alfred
W. Childs, a former board member
Karen Gottlieb
Kit Sharma and Wei Tsai
Margot Golding & Michael Power
Peter Witte and Robin Johnson
Rhonda Stiffel Rudolfi

in memory of Peter Rudolfi

Founder’s Circle ($1,000-$2,499)
Anne and Robert Baldwin
Anonymous in Memory of Bud Johns
Donald Blais

Evelyn Nussenbaum and Fred
Vogelstein

Lorraine and Victor Honig Fund for
Social Change

MaryClare Brzytwa

Paul Upham

Priscilla Brown

Richard Festinger

Timothy L. Bridge

Tod Brody

Guest Artist’s Circle ($500-$999)
Adam Frey

Andrea and Lubert Stryer

Cathryn Hrudicka

Elouise Wilson

Fran Johns in memory of Bud Johns
Guenter Bruckmann

JoAnn and Jack Bertges

Karl Pribram and Sweta Arora
Katherine Saux and Paul Brandes
Lisa Herrinton and Stuart Ozer
Melanie Johnson, Ph.D.

Michael McGinley

Patricia Deuter

Patricia Taylor Lee

Susan York

Terry McKelvey and Heli Roiha

Sponsor ($200-$499)

David and Brooke Rusenko
Diana Goldstein

James P. Robinson

Jean and George Dowdall
Jerome and Linda Elkind
Joseph Gratz

Joan & Allen Fisch

Katherine Kiehn

Kyle Bruckmann

Dr. Mark Applebaum and Joan
Friedman

Marilynne Morshead

Paul R. Griffin

Rachel Elson and Eric Waltari


mailto:info@sfcmp.org

Ricci Adams

Robert and Martha Warnock
Robert Kirzinger

Steven and Brenda Schick

Supporter ($100-$199)
Benjamin Streim

Beth Levy

Craig Matsumoto

Daniel VanHassel

David Featherstone

David Gladstein

Donald and Ethel Worn

Dr. John and Nancy Gilbert
Hank Mou

Harmon Burstyn

Harvey Ingham

Margaret Brickner
Margaret Levitt

Nancy Porten

Pamela Z

Paul Dresher

Peter Chang

Randy Aeschliman

Robert Archambault
Sharon Silva

Stephen Grenholm
Stephen Hahn and Mary Jane
Beddow

Stephen Harrison and Susan
Freier

Tim Hamilton

Vivian Fung and Charles
Boudreau

In addition to the many generous
individual contributors, ticket-
buyers and members, our season
concerts and events were made
possible in part through recent
support from the following
organizations:

Major Corporate & In-kind Supporters
Google Foundation

Microsoft

Nike

Salesforce Foundation

SF Conservatory of Music

Institutional Supporters

Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
Creative Work Fund

National Endowment for the Arts

Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation

The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc.
The Alice M. Ditson Fund of Columbia
University

The Amphion Foundation

The Bernard Osher Foundation

The Ross McKee Foundation

Give the Gift of Music

Your generous gift helps the ensemble to
reach new heights in presenting
outstanding, adventurous concerts at
affordable prices, educating young
musicians, commissioning new works,
and breaking down the barriers to
understanding new music through our
How Music is Made program.

Support SFCMP Today



There are a variety of ways to support our work:

« Donate via your Donor Advised Fund.

« Give a gift of stocks or other appreciated assets to our organization.
« Underwrite a performance, recording, commission, or full concert.

» Engage your company as a corporate sponsor.

« Does your employer sponsor matching gifts for charitable donations?
« Join the Legacy Circle and support us through planned giving.

LEGACY CIRCLE
THE HAROLD WOLLACK LEGACY CIRCLE

A former subscriber, Harold Wollack, left the first bequest to help underwrite the
ensemble’s concerts and programs. Recently, the ensemble received generous
bequests from the estates of Jane Roos, and Victor and Esta Wolfram. All
bequests help to ensure that our organization will remain vibrant and that future
generations will enjoy the music of the San Francisco Contemporary Music
Players. We thank the following individuals who have arranged a legacy gift in
support of our future:

A.Robin Orden Jacqueline S. Hoefer *
Adam Frey Jane Roos and Jean-Louis LeRoux *
Eunice Childs in memory of Dr. Alfred W. Childs * Margot Golding
Anne Baldwin Paul Griffin
Roy C. (Bud) Johns* Priscilla Brown
C. Michael Richards * Renate Kay *
Dianne J. Ellsworth Ruth Caron Jacobs *
Donald Blais Susan and Harry Hartzell
Donald Blais Terry McKelvey
George Bosworth * Victor and Esta Wolfram*
Harold Wollack *
Holly Hartley

*realized

For questions about these and other giving opportunities,
please don’t hesitate to contact us:
Richard Aldag
Executive Director
director@sfcmp.org
(650) 525-6288



